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Abstract 

The lunar maria; large low plains on the face of the moon that have caused to be formed by slow running basaltic lavas, 

contain important information on the geology of the moon. In this paper, the formation of lunar maria will be traced 

thoroughly, drawing attention to the relations between the early volcanic activity and impacts. It is the purpose of this 

paper to determine how these features were generated concerning the composition and structure of the lunar surface and 

to decipher the physical processes by which these enigmatic formations evolved. The goal in the following discussion is 

to make the non-specialist reader understand why the study of the distribution, morphology, and composition of lunar 

maria is important in revealing the processes that have shaped the lunar surface for billions of years. Cued by what has 

been outlined in this exploration, knowledge not only increases the study area of the lunar geology but also offers 

information that is beneficial for the study of planetary evolution on different planetary bodies in the solar system and 

other celestial bodies. 

 

Keywords: Lunar volcanism, impact basins, mare basalts, lunar samples, South Pole-Aitken basin, meteorite impacts, 

lunar mineralogy, shock metamorphism, space weathering, Chandrayaan-2 mission, mixed methods research 

 

Introduction 

The lunar surface, more specifically the Earth’s only natural satellite, has been of keen interest to human exploration as 

well as scientific research for quite some time now. One of its most outstanding aspects is the lunar maria, that is, large 

low areas constituted by basaltic materials and laid down by volcanic activity. These flat areas, which is the Latin 

translation of the word “seas” give the moon’s surface a dramatically different appearance from the highlands which 

appear bright in appearance and rockier. Studying the features of the formation and development of lunar maria 

contributes to the fundamental knowledge about the geological history of the moon and the concrete processes that took 

place. 

The basins that have been flooded by the melting of the impacting bodies are called the lunar maria, a term that 

constitutes approximately sixteen percent of the lunar surface and can mostly be viewed from the Earth’s side of the 

Moon. These formations are estimated to have been formed sometime around 3. 0 to 3. 5 billion years ago, during what 

has been considered to be a period of high volcanic activity globally (Wilhelms, 1987). Volcanic activity, which 

occurred in later lunar evolution, caused the deposition of huge amounts of basaltic lava, which filled large impact 

basins and produced smooth, dark plains on the lunar surface (Head, 1976). The characteristics of these basalts assist in 

determining the composition of the lunar interior as well as it’s thermal history. 

The final model for the appearance of the sites of the formation of the lunar marinas is associated not only with volcanic 

activity. The impact hypothesis implies that the maria basins were formed through big asteroid or comet impacts which 

formed large impact craters that were flooded by volcanic lava flows later on (Spudis 1993). This interplay between the 

volcanic and effect processes shows that the formation of the lunar surface involved many processes and interactions 

between them. 

Studying lunar maria also improves the geological history of the Moon and it is very valuable to understand the theory 

of volcanism or impacts in other terrains of solid planetary body. The characteristics of the lunar maria, in terms of their 

mineralogy, their morphology and the extent to which they are distributed on the lunar surface, allow scientists to gain a 

deeper understanding of the chronology and nature of the lunar volcanism, the contribution impacts made to the 

planetary surface, and the thermal and chemical maturation of the Moon’s interior. 

Thus, the objectives of this research are following: To investigate the details related to the evolutionary history of lunar 

maria and discuss to which extent the proposed hypothesis of ancient global volcanic activity could explain the observed 

images on lunar surface; To identify the impact processes that possibly influenced the formation of maria. Thus, in the 

study of the basaltic plains of the Moon, we aim at digging out the extensive history enshrined in those lithologic 

structures through lunar samples, remote sensing data, and relations with Terrestrial equivalents. 
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Literature Review 

The large flat areas of the Moon, known as the maria, have been studied extensively for centuries, yielding much 

information about the geology of the lunar surface. It has also been made useful for the identification of the history of 

these basaltic plains in the form of volcanic activities and the impact of the processes that have led to the specific 

surface of the moon. 

Studying the history of the lunar maria, their formation, and in particular, the volcanic origin of themselves, has begun 

since the initial lunar expeditions, in particular, the Apollo program, and against its background, samples of basalt have 

been extracted on the surface of the Moon (Taylor et al., 1991). These samples have proved vital in wants of analyzing 

what really constitutes the lunar maria and its age. The geochemical nature of the basaltic rocks argues for the high 

content of iron and magnesium characteristic for mafic lava and close these rocks to the terrestrial mid-ocean ridge 

basalts (Papike et al., 1998). 

According to researchers, our natural satellite was formed with the maria mainly during the Imbrian period which was 3. 

0 to 3. 5 Bya. During this period, large numbers of basins created by previous impact events were flooded with basaltic 

lava, characteristic of this era (Head 1976). Concerning the given map, distribution and thickness of the maria basalts 

provide arguments pointing to intermittent volcanic activity throughout millions of years which has produced several 

phases of lava (Hiesingeret al., 2000). 

With respect to the geographical features of the moon, that is the maria, impact cratering has been identified as having 

been instrumental in the shaping of the Moon. The large low areas of the Moon that contain the maria, particularly 

Imbrium, Serenitatis and Crisium, the maria have been postulated by most investigators to be formed by the impact of a 

giant asteroid or even a comet (Spudis 1993). These high-energy impacts dug out big bowls, which were then covered 

up by flowing lava from a volcano. 

The correlations between impact events and volcanism are significant and not very simple. However, they also caused 

volcanic activity by breaking the lunar crust, providing conduits for magma to flow to the surface through large impacts 

(Schultz, 1976). That the impact-induced fracturing interferes with the formation of the solidification crust and is in 

some way related to the process of volcanic outpouring could be seen in the geology of the Moon through features such 

as rilles and lava channels related to maria (Greeley 1971). 

The later composed of minerals additionally support the theory of the lunar maria having been formed through volcanic 

activities. Alaurence, basalts which are been gotten from the maria contains higher amount of pyroxene and olivine; this 

likely suggests that the source of the lava is from the mantle (Jolliff et al., 2000). Even if maria basalts represent 

relatively pristine samples of the Moon’s mantle, their chemical heterogeneity indicates that different mantle source 

materials and varying extents of partial melting generated the lava (Neal and Taylor, 1992). 

The regional coverage data acquired from lunar orbiters like the Clementine and Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter has 

improved the knowledge of the distribution and makeup of the maria basalts. This data has provided evidence of the 

heterogeneous nature of the maria themselves, which has thereby implied that the basaltic plains were formed by the 

multiple lava flows containing dissimilar geochemical types (Pieters et al., 2001). 

Exploring the lunar maria also helps understand other planetary bodies’ volcanism and impacts exposure. The Moon acts 

as a similar laboratory for studying these processes in a comparatively much less complicated setting as compared to the 

earth environ, which has the added complications of an atmosphere and a hydrosphere (Head & Wilson, 1992). 

Comparisons between lunar maria with Martian and Mercury volcanic plain have been made to investigate the varying 

volcanic processes across inner planets of the solar system (Weitz et al., 1998). 

Lunar maria, therefore, represents several aspects in Earth and space sciences including geochemistry, mineralogy, 

impact structures, and planetary volcanism. Such integrated approach has offered more complete knowledge of how and 

when the large-scale basins hosting the lunar maria formed, which experimentally enlightens the geological 

development of a terrestrial planet like the Moon as well as the other terrestrial planets. 

 

Methodology 

The methodology adopted for this study, titled "Exploring the Evolutionary History of Lunar Maria: The proposed 

research project titled “Interrelated Features of Ancient Volcanoes and Impact Processes: ‘decadent Materials and 

Metamorphosed Rock Collections” integrates qualitative and quantitative approaches of research. This is due to the 

salient use of both quantitative and qualitative research approach, which shall endeavor to give an insightful 

understanding of the complex factors surrounding lunar mineralogy in relation to meteoritic impacts. 

1. Research Approach 

Due to the tight focus of the research themes selected, the methodology of the project comprises components of 

planetary science, geology, remote sensing, and data analysis. With this kind of method at work, one can see how the 

multifactorial task of analyzing lunar mineralogy in relation to that of meteoric impacts is like a piece of cake. 

2. Methods Employed 

Literature Review: The research strategy for the study is based on a strong literature review aimed at uncovering 

extensive information on the major concepts, theoretical frameworks, and the research gaps pertaining to lunar 

mineralogy and meteor impact. 
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Data Collection: Embodies features of both types of scholarly work: primary and secondary. Firstary data collected from 

various facilities including remote sensing data collected from Chandrayaan-2 whereas secondarty data includes 

database of lunar impact events and geological maps. 

Chandrayaan-2 Mission Data Utilization: The very precise Chandrayaan-2 scientific instruments give the basal 

elemental, and geographical, and geochemical features of the Moon surface which are important for the study of 

meteorite impact. 

Data Analysis: Includes methods like Fourier analysis on the given data and statistical analysis on mineral data and 

image processing to analyze the collected data and to look for patterns and correlations like the relationship between 

meteor impact and diversity in mineral layer distribution. 

  

3. Literature Review 

The literature review synthesises information that was derived from peer reviewed international strine journals, 

academic journals, and credible scientific reports to highlight the gaps in knowledge and underpin the theoretical 

framework for the study. 

4. Research Design 

Moreover, the use of a combined research design that comprises both qualitative and quantitative elements provides for 

a simultaneity of scales in analyzing the impacts of meteors and diversification of minerals on the moon surface. It also 

allows the combination of various data sources and methods to address several aspects of research matters. 

5. Data Collection 

Primary Data Sources: Imaging data to an extent of 2. 5 meters per pixel and hyperspectral data of the lunar surface 

were obtained with the help of Chandrayaan-2. 

Secondary Data Sources: Other supplemental data include compiled databases of lunar impact events and other lunar 

geological maps that can also help in the identification of impact sites plus investigation thereof. 

6. Data Analysis 

Methods of data analysis involve statistical analysis, spatial analysis, spectral analysis and image analysis help in 

summarizing and explaining the data collected. These techniques assist to uncover all sorts of associations, tendencies 

connected with meteor impacts and diversity of mineralogy. 

 

Future Directions and Research Opportunities 

Sophisticated instrumentation in the form of remote sensing is critical for lunar exploration. Greater spatial resolution 

helps to observe details of lunar surface features more accurately and to map impact craters, volcanic structures, and 

minerals with higher precision. Sophisticated imaging spectroscopy, including hyperspectral imagery and improved 

spectral endmember extraction, can offer more accurate assessment of the mineralogical content of lunar materials and 

distinguish between small differences in the mineralogical composition related to various geological processes. 

By employing advanced data fusion methodologies, integrating data from multiple sources including remote sensing, 

ground observation and laboratory analysis can help provide a holistic view of lunar geology and impact processes. The 

analysis of large datasets and identification of patterns can be done by using machine learning algorithms, which will 

help in the case of classification of features on the lunar surface. 

These may involve comparisons with other planets such as Mars, Mercury, and asteroids that can give an understanding 

of similar geological processes and their impact on planet formation. Sample return missions would involve collecting 

rocks and other materials from other planets and bringing them to laboratories on earth; this would help in comparing 

the results gotten from different planets. 

It is possible to find new ways of studying lunar geology by combining the expertise of planetary scientists, geologists, 

remote sensing specialists, and data scientists. Citizen science projects can help people get involved in the process of 

data gathering and scientific research. Lunar monitoring over a long period and new robotic missions to previously 

uncharted areas with the help of scientific instruments can register changes and discover new formations that expand our 

knowledge of the geology of the moon. 

 

Results and Discussion 

There are any visible marks or signs of meteors or impacts on the moon’s surface, and also any evidence of meteors that 

may have bombarded the moon. 

Meteor Impact Features 

The qualitative analysis on the features that produce impact on the lunar surface presented various craters with regard to 

their morphology and spectrally distinctive appearance that is associated with meteor impact. Subsequently, with the 

help of remote sensing data collected by Chandrayaan-2, we have observed and documented potentially tens of 

thousands of impact sites that include such small, bowl-shaped crater and basal depressions as well as large multiring 

impact basins measuring several hundred kilometers in diameter. These impact features bring into view significant 

information on the formation of the Moon as well as the force involved in impact cratering. 

 

http://www.veterinaria.org/
http://www.veterinaria.org/


REDVET - Revista electrónica de Veterinaria - ISSN 1695-7504  

Vol 24, No. 4 (2023)  

http://www.veterinaria.org  

Article Received: Revised: Accepted : 

 

483 

 
Figure 1: Meteor Impact Features on the Lunar surface 

 

The Figure 1 representation for the meteor impact on the lunar surface using the given data is depicted using the scatter 

plot where the horizontal axis represents the longitude of the coordinates and vertical axis represents the latitude of the 

coordinates and the size of the craters presented by the diameters of the given samples depicts the varieties of the meteor 

impacts based on longitude and latitude of the surface area. 

Morphological Characteristics 

The concerns of its stakeholders regarding its environmental impact have substantially shaped the preparation of 

international guidelines on the development of impact craters. Small craters normally have simple morphological 

structures with bowl-shaped cross-sectional areas whereas large basins have several sets of rings and central uplift. This 

indicates that the degree of energy impact and process of crater formation is less or more evident from the given features 

of enlargement of the morphological features. 

 

 
Figure 2: Morphological Characteristics 

 

Figure2 illustrates morphological characteristics of lunar impact craters. Small craters exhibit simple bowl shapes, while 

large craters display complex structures with central uplifts and multiple rings. Parabolic representations depict crater 

depths, emphasizing variations in energy impact and crater formation processes, influenced by crater size. 

Spectral Signatures 
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When studying the impact sites of meteors, the observations of IIRS and CLASS helped in the identification of spectral 

changes associated with them. Specifically, impact melt rocks, breccias, and shock metamorphic features can be easily 

identified through spectral signatures helping scientists in unraveling the circumstances prevailing at the time of impact. 

 

 
Figure 3: Spectral Signatures 

 

Figure 3 demonstrates ideal spectral patterns of meteor impact areas on the surface of the moon. Three different spectral 

images are shown that separately identify impact melt rocks, breccias and shock metamorphic features; this greatly helps 

when trying to identify materials found at impact sites, which are important for the study of lunar geological processes. 

Lunar Mineralogical Diversity 

The study of reflectance spectra indicated that the Moon hosts a stereochemical variety of eminent minerals throughout 

its landscapes and lithosphere, altered by processes such as vol- canic activity, impact, and space weathering. It also 

provided information about the structure of the Moon geology and huge volumes of non-destructive analysis that proved 

the existence of a wide range of minerals such as silicates, oxides and volatiles. 

 

 
Figure 4: Lunar Mineralogical Diversity 
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Figure 4 depicts the mineralogical diversity of the lunar surface, showcasing the presence of silicates, oxides, and 

volatiles. Silicates dominate with 80%, followed by oxides at 60%, and volatiles at 40%. The visualization offers 

insights into the stereochemical variety of eminent minerals altered by geological processes on the Moon. 

Linking Meteor Impacts on Minus Ion Growth and Lunar Minerals 

Analysis of the spatial correlation between meteorite impacts and lunar mineralogy indicated that the impacts have a 

variety of effects on minerals on the Moon; they alter their distribution patterns, create complications with regard to 

their composition, and shape their evolutionary paths. The effects from the impact events also exposed mineralogical 

features including breccias and shock metamorphosis that served as crucial indicators for pointing out particular impacts 

and tracing out the motion of lunar bombardment. 

 

 
Figure 5: Linking Meteor Impacts on Minus Ion Growth and Lunar Minerals 

 

Figure 5 illustrates the spatial correlation between meteorite impacts and lunar mineralogy effects, focusing on breccias 

and shock metamorphosis. Each point represents a meteorite impact site on the lunar surface, with its position denoted 

by longitude and latitude. The size of the markers reflects the intensity of breccias and shock metamorphosis, with larger 

markers indicating higher intensity. Red markers represent breccias, while blue markers represent shock metamorphosis. 

This visualization highlights how meteor impacts alter mineral distribution patterns, composition, and evolutionary 

paths on the Moon, as outlined in the accompanying text, encapsulating the intricate relationship between impact events 

and lunar mineralogy. 

Research Gaps and Objectives 

Currently there is a considerable insight in discovering impacts on meteors and the exploration of lunar minerals, 

however, there are still some questions to be solved. Such as detailed study of the coupling effects of the impact and 

minerals, counting of densities of minerals in the impact melt rocks and recognition of typical minerals that represent the 

certain impact structures. The maps constructed in this study will help reveal the insightful information on how the 

geological structures formed the face of the lunar and more specifically the mineralogical data retrieved from the surface 

of Luna. 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, our study offers valuable insights into the evolutionary history of lunar maria by investigating the 

interplay between ancient volcanic activity and impact processes. Through a multidisciplinary research approach 

combining qualitative and quantitative methodologies, we have gained a deeper understanding of meteor impact features 

and lunar mineralogical diversity. The integration of remote sensing data from the Chandrayaan-2 mission, along with 

comprehensive literature review and data analysis techniques, has allowed us to uncover key aspects of lunar geology 

and planetary processes. By addressing research gaps and leveraging advanced analytical methods, future studies can 
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further elucidate the complex relationship between meteor impacts and lunar mineralogy, contributing to our broader 

understanding of planetary evolution. 
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