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Abstract  

Julia Alvarez’s In the Name of Salome explore the themes of identity, history, and liberation by examining the intertwined 

lives of two women, Salome Urena, a Dominican poet, who is struggling to understand herself and her daughter Camila, 

who struggle to discover her own identity. The story examines the impact of personal and national histories on the search 

for self-realization, with particular attention paid to Salome’s decision to use her poetry in support of patriotic movements 

and Camila’s journey of self-analyzes during her time of exiled. The paper also delves into the difficulties associated with 

traditional gender roles, highlighting how these women confront the constraints of a patriarchal society in their pursuit of 

personal and political autonomy. 
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Introduction: 

  In the Name of Salome, a novel by Julia Alvarez, explores the struggles of the mother Camila, and her daughter Salome 

Urena, who the both renowned as ‘the Dominican poet and nationalist’ and also holds an important posture in 

autobiography.  The novel portrays experiences of Salome and Camila’s identity, history, and the journey towards their 

personal and national freedom, as they explores their roles in a world marked by revolution, as the events are intertwined. 

 By analyzing the lives of Salome and Camila, Alvarez delves into the challenges of self-identity, the importance of 

historical influence, and the journey towards freedom, as women and individuals of a troubled nation. By examining key 

moments in the novel, this article sheds light on Alvarez’s investigates the themes such as the interchange between the 

personal and the political, as well as ongoing grapple for identity and freedom. 

In the novel, Salome Ureña emerges as a powerful female protagonist whose life and work are intricately linked to the 

national identity of the Dominican Republic. Her poetry serves as a profound expression of her inner self, embodying a 

quest for freedom and autonomy. Harlow writes about the vital role of resistance poetry, stating that “Poetry is capable 

not only of serving as means for the expression of personal identity or even nationalist sentiments. Poetry as a part of 

cultural institution and historical existence of people is itself an arena of struggle” (Harlow 33). Through her verses, 

Salome articulates her experiences as a woman, a mother, and a patriot, transforming her personal journey into a collective 

narrative that speaks to the nation’s struggle for independence. 

Salome's poetry becomes a symbol of defiance against oppression, illustrating how her voice contributes to the broader 

fight for freedom. Each poem acts as a vessel for her thoughts, emotions, and desires, resonating with the sentiments of 

her fellow Dominicans. For instance, her reflections on motherhood not only highlight her personal sacrifices but also 

connect to the nurturing of a national identity, emphasizing the importance of resilience and hope. 

Furthermore, her literary contributions resonate beyond mere artistic expression; they capture the essence of the 

Dominican Republic’s cultural heritage and its aspirations for autonomy. By weaving her identity as a woman into the 

fabric of national identity, Salome not only asserts her own agency but also inspires others to recognize the power of their 

voices in the fight for justice. In this way, her work exemplifies the idea of poetry as an arena of struggle, serving as a 

clarion call for freedom that echoes through the hearts of her readers. 

One of the most pivotal events in Salome’s life, as portrayed in the novel, was her decision to use her poetry as a key for 

the nationalist movement in favor of liberalism in Dominican Republic. Salome choose to use her artistic abilities to resist 

against Spanish rule and American influence, on using words like “I’m going with you” as she search for introduce national 

pride and a desire for freedom among her Dominican brothers. 

 The incident being addressed is that of national identity and how art shapes and expresses it. Salome believes that poetry 

can be used as a tool to resist for national liberation, rather than just personal expression. The impact of cultural figures 

on a nation’s consciousness is spotlight by Alvarez during this moment. Salome’s decision prompts the novel to analyze 

how personal identity and national identity can be linked, particularly during political struggle. 

 By dedicating her poetry to the nationalist cause, Salome also acknowledges the complexities of being a woman in societal 

conditions of male domination. Through her poetry, Salomé not only promotes nationwide independence but also provides 

a voice for women who are often excluded from public life. In Salome’s poetry, gender and personal themes are portrayed 

through dual vision in the novel: one is explored through the collocation of male and female roles; the other is look over 

through politics. 
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Camila's return to the Dominican Republic becomes a profound journey of self-discovery, compelling her to confront the 

complexities of her identity. As she navigates her homeland, she feels the enduring influence of her mother, the weight of 

her nation’s history, and the expectations tied to Salome Urena. The island resonates deeply within her, highlighting the 

intricate connection between place and identity. This journey is not merely physical; it’s a quest to reconcile the diverse 

layers of her Dominican heritage and the experience of exile, while also discovering what she truly desires. In this 

exploration, Camila seeks to understand herself and how her past shapes her present. The negative aspects of exilic 

narratives are somewhat alleviated by new affiliations and the realization that “homes are always provisional,” making it 

easier for each exile to “cross borders, break barriers of thought and experience” (Said 185).  

 The story of Camila’s journey back to the Dominican Republic is an evidence to how immigrants are finding it 

complexities to reconcile the attraction of their country with the realities of living abroad. The experience of being in exile 

leaves Camila feeling detached from her cultural and familial ties. Even so, she faces the issue of assimilation into a 

society that has changed since she left, and where her position is no longer discernible upon returning home. 

 The theme of intergenerational continuity is also present in the novel.  Camila’s journey is profoundly influenced by the 

heritage of her mother, whose life and work shed a shadow over her own identity. The tension is on Camila to match 

Salome’s excellence and contribute to the national anecdote as like her mother did. By analyzing the role of historical and 

family connections is to cast one’s identity, Alvarez demonstrates how the past can impact and sometimes limit the present. 

 The theme of self-identification in the face of exile and displacement is reflects in Camila’s scuffle over identify herself 

outside of her mother’ shadow. How does this concept come about? Her anecdote is one of freedom and a self-concept 

that is not entirely defined by her family descent or political history. The trail taken by Camila is similar to the journeys 

of many exiles and immigrants who face both cultural orthodox and personal freedom. 

Both the characters' liberation and their subsequent attempts to free themselves in In the Name of Salome are embedded 

in personal history, both national and international. This theme relates closely to Salome’s quest for personal liberation 

and self-definition amidst historical forces, illustrating the idea that while we are products of our history, we need not be 

prisoners of it. The novel traces the impact of history and remarkable figures on people’s lives, adjusting their experiences 

and ideas about freedom. Through the lens of Salome and Camila, the quest for personal freedom is intricately linked to 

larger historical movements. 

Salome’s contribution to the Dominican revolutionary movement serves as a crucial demonstration of how liberation can 

be achieved through both personal and national factors. Her decision to join revolutionary activities stemmed from a 

willingness to share her own experiences and use her poetry to motivate others. Her revolutionary zeal was driven by a 

conviction in national self-determination, as well as a desire for personal freedom: to be free from the oppressive 

institutions that held her hostage as a woman and citizen. 

One might not know history, but society is constructed on historical events; therefore, individual lives are greatly 

influenced by it. Learning history helps us understand the roots of traditions, values, and beliefs that shape our everyday 

lives and identity (Prout 2021). As Mills explains, understanding history allows individuals to see their actions as part of 

a larger narrative, placing their lives in the broader context of societal change (Mills 2000). In this way, both Salome and 

Camila navigate their personal journeys within the framework of their historical realities, striving for freedom and self-

definition. 

In the revolutionary movement, Salome point up the importance of individual and collective action in achieving freedom. 

In the lens of Salome, the struggle for Dominican independence is not just about politics but also about maintaining her 

own autonomy in a society that seeks to restrict women’s participation. By holding her own voices with poetry and 

activism, Salome challenges traditional gender roles that imprison women to the private world, asserting her right to be 

fully involved in both public affairs and politics of her country. 

 The novel also mirrors on how personal and national histories are allied. The narrative of Salome is profoundly connected 

to the life of the Dominican Republic, and her own liberation struggle is entangled from any other battle for independence. 

Through Salome’s narrative, Alvarez demonstrates how historical events shape the route of individual lives and how the 

pursuit of freedom is frequently interweave with the larger challenge of social change and politics. 

 Salome’s attentiveness in revolution is a wider exploration of the historical importance of women. Salome is portrayed 

as a poet and revolutionary activist, while Alvarez challenges conventional anecdotes that tend to downplay women’s 

commitments in historical movements. Salome’s story is a powerful example of how women’ liberation, along with the 

narratives of their lives, can be used to shape history and bring about larger political and social change. 

Camila’s journey reflects a deep connection to both her mother’s legacy and her own aspirations for change. Through her 

involvement in educational reform in Cuba, she embodies the idea that education can transform society. As noted by 

Kantzara, “education plays a pivotal role in democracies by enhancing civic participation through voting and organizing, 

while also promoting equal opportunities for all” (1-3). By stepping into this role, Camila not only seeks to honor her 

mother's influence but also to carve out her own identity and purpose within the revolutionary movement. Her actions 

symbolize her commitment to social change and her desire to be recognized not just as Salome’s daughter, but as a 

significant agent of transformation in her own right. 

Education as a source of achieving freedom is also witnessed in this case. Camila believes that education is not only a 

career path, but also aimed at elevating the position of others and put up to social change. She draws parallels between 
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her mother’s use of poetry and the country’s freedom movement, both in Cuba. Their work, in the perspectives of both 

women, was a means of challenging oppressive institutions and helping to initiate a broader social justice and equality. 

 Through Camila’s story, Alvarez reflects on the provocation of living in the past and creating an identity that is not only 

determined by it. Camila’s involvement in the Cuban Revolution demonstrates her wish to interact with both the historical 

forces that shape her life and those that do not. The journey of Camila encompasses both her mother’s heritage and the 

path to liberation that she hopes will lead her to. 

 In this novel, the female protagonists are analyzed to understand how society’s expectations and beliefs build their 

identities and lives. Both Salome and Camila are exploring in a patriarchal society that defines them by their roles as 

women, often to harm their individual identities and aspiration, of those they serve. 

The union between Salome and Francisco Henriquez, her husband marks the beginning of a significant moment in the 

novel where friendships become more personal and social expectations are challenged. Despite Salome’s love for 

Francisco, her marriage results in a task that forces her to play a traditional role while also questioning the value of 

intellectual and personal freedom. As a wife and mother, Salome is expected to conform social expectations that restrict 

her independence and public engagement. 

 Salome’s marriage serves as a clear vision of the limitations placed on women in social structures that are patriarchal. 

Despite her love for Francisco, Salome is overcome with the restriction that marriage puts on women, particularly in 

matters of intellectual and creative pursuits. Being a wife and mother, she finds herself in conflict with those who want to 

support nationalists and express their concept through poetry. 

 This reflects the novel’s exploration of how gender roles and expectations can retard women self-realization. Through her 

experiences, Salome has come to understand the struggle between what one wants and what society wants, as well as the 

pressure women find in trying to reconcile these demands. Alvarez critiques traditional gender norms that trap women to 

the private world and explores how women can declare their independence and involve in public life and politics through 

Salome’s narrative. 

 Camila decision to remain unmarried until she was older, unlike her mother she wanted to pursue personal freedom and 

reject gender roles that had been imposed on her by her father. Despite the challenges of her decision, Camila was still 

expected to social expectations regarding marriage and motherhood. Her decision not to commit in a relationship gave her 

the freedom to explore her interests in intellectual and political matters. She felt that she could make decision by her own 

without any restrictions.  The incident that Camila chose to remain single is a clear indication of her desire for freedom 

and autonomy. In contrast, her mother struggle for maintaining the demands of marriage and motherhood with her own 

intellectual and political trailing, Camila settle to prioritize her freedom and independence. This move signifies her 

declining of the traditional gender roles that her mother had inflict and motivated her to create a new path for herself. 

 Alvarez’s portrayal of Camila spotlight the concept that women can take control of their lives and define who they are 

beyond the roles of a husband, wife, or mother. Camila’s decision to remain single highlights her dedication to cognitive 

and political pursuits, as well as her refusal to follow the societal norms. The decision empowers her to chase her own 

fulfillment, without the restriction of gender roles. 

 The novel challenges standard depictions of femininity and analyzes women’s role in defining their identities and life 

paths. Salome’s and Camila’s narratives illustrate the summons of surviving in a patriarchal surroundings and exploring 

how women can assert their independence while also involving in the public and political life of their particular cultures. 

 

Conclusion: 

The novel In the Name of Salome, by Julia Alvarez is an extensive examination of identity, history, and the struggle for 

freedom, both household and worldwide. Through the shared anecdotes of Salome Urena and her daughter Camila, the 

novel delves into ideas such as self-identity, historical importance, and the pressure for freedom amidst political and social 

pressures. Through the portrayal of Salome’s use of poetry as a means to cultivate nationalism, Camila’s return to the 

Dominican Republic, and the involvement of two women in rebellion causes, the novel explores various themes. 

 These incidents demonstrate the interdependence of national and person histories, and how the trailing of identity and 

liberation is frequently affected by larger historical factors. 

 By utilizing the narratives of Salome and Camila, Alvarez pictures a detailed sketch of the immigrant experience, the 

privation experienced during exile (to some extent), and the provocations of being reintegrated into societal order within 

racial isolation. Through In the Name of Salome is an historical novel, it encompasses various reflections in it. 
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