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Abstract 

Diagnostic indicators identified as acute-phase proteins react to infection or inflammation. Recognizing these 

disparities could provide valuable perspectives on the physiological alterations related to uterine infections in 

cows. This study was to compare the variation of serum acute protein in 18 healthy cows and 17 cows with 

uterine infection. We evaluate albumin, paraoxonase (PON), and haptoglobin (HP) as a few important APPs in 

cows. The relationship between variables was assessed using the coefficient of Pearson correlation, and the main 

effects were assessed using a mixed technique. In cows that later developed a diagnosis of uterine infections, 

albumin levels were shown to be reduced 31 days prior to scheduled calving, and these cows had an 82% 

accuracy rate in predicting the incidence of utesrine infections. Serum PON activity decreased postpartum in 

calves with uterine infections and in multiparous in nature cows with uterine infections, the quantity of HP 

raised at 9 DIM. Uterine infection-diagnosed cows showed decreased levels of serum albumin 31 days prior to 

giving birth, decreased PON activity nine days postpartum, and higher hip percentage in multiparous in their 

cows at 9 DIM in comparison to healthy cows. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Analyzing the complex environment of serum acute-phase protein variation in cows necessitates a comparison 

between healthy individuals and those with uterine infections. Indicators of the body's reaction to inflammatory 

processes, serum acute-phase protein levels are vital markers for comprehending an organism's physiological 

state (1). 

In the field of veterinary medicine, maintaining a check on the health of dairy cows is crucial for the well-being 

of animals as well as the farming sector. It is crucial to identify the subtle modifications to serum acute-phase 

protein levels related to uterine infections in cows, as these diseases can have a significant impact on the 

animal's general health and production (2). 

Combining laboratory testing, clinical observations, and potentially cutting-edge diagnostic tools (3). Through 

the analysis of blood samples from cows with infections of the uterus as well as normal cows, scientists hope to 

identify variations and patterns in the levels of acute-phase proteins. The research is essential to identifying 

possible therapeutic targets or diagnostic markers that could improve the treatment of uterine infections in cows 

(4).The assessment's recommendations have practical consequences for veterinary professionals and cattle 

management in addition to furthering our scientific knowledge of bovine health. Differentiating between 

variations in serum acute-phase protein variability could lead to the creation of more focused therapies and 

enhanced methods for health monitoring in the dairy industry (5).  

The health of dairy cows is crucial to the veterinary care system because it determines the morality of farming 

methods and the long-term viability of the business (6). The well-being and efficiency of cows are significantly 

threatened by uterine infections, which calls for an in-depth knowledge of the changes in serum acute-phase 

protein levels linked to these health issues. Using a systematic methodology, this analysis probably combines 



 
 

61 

REDVET - Revista electrónica de Veterinaria - ISSN 1695-7504 

Vol 24, No. 4 (2023) 

http://www.veterinaria.org 

Article Received: 12 October 2023; Revised: 25 November 2023; Accepted: 19 December 2023 

clinical observations with sophisticated testing equipment to identify unique patterns in acute-phase levels of 

proteins (7). Identifying these trends advances our understanding of the complexities of bovine health and has 

applications for those directing the management of cattle and those who provide direct care for animals. 

Determining particular indicators within protein from serum prepare for more accurate and educated animal 

health care administration procedures in the dairy industry, as well as more efficient diagnostic techniques and 

focused health interventions (8). 

The purpose of this study is to examineand compare variations in serum acute-phase proteins (APP) related to 

cow uterus diseases. In particular, albumin, paraoxonase (PON), and haptoglobin (HP) were examined as 

important APP in dairy cattle. 

Study (9)evaluated the levels of proteins from the acute phase with or without seroreactivity of Ehrlich's disease 

canine and ewingii, anemia phagocytophilum and platys, a species of borreliaburgdorferi, and dogs in a seaside 

hamlet in Ecuador with an accidental Trypanosoma infection have dirofilariaimmitis.Two distinct enzyme 

andantigen immunosorbent techniques were used to identify the cruzi organism serum proteins.The blood levels 

of paraoxonase-1 were found to be lower in dogs that were seroreactive against the parasite trypanosomacruzi, 

regardless of whether they were also seroreactive against other illnesses transmitted by vectors. 

Study (10)determined the feasibility of utilizing a single carbohydrate overload as a laboratory experiment to 

induce severe conditions and the effect of neutralizing solutions on the course of the illness. Additionally, 

experiment with the motion of acute-phase protein (APP) during severe conditions and the relationship between 

these amino acids and the condition's clinical manifestations. Confirming the protein fractionation outcomes, 

changes in clinical markers were also more noticeable in the starch C buffer group (SBG). 

A study (11)investigated the way age affected the amount of C-re reactive protein in the blood and the 

electrophoretic structure of proteins in horses. Thirty Italian Riding horses were registered and placed within 

three equal age groups at the same horse development facility. The experiment findings imply that older and 

adult horses have a greater acute phase reaction than younger horses. 

Study (12) evaluated the quantities of pro-inflammatory cytokines, proteins from the acute phase, and serum 

protein fractionation in sheep with respiratory infections, along with changes in their histology, phagocyte 

action, and index. A total of fifty adult sheep were examined and divided into two groups: sheep with severe 

pneumonia and normal control sheep. Medical diagnostic methods for influenza include physical tests, 

ultrasound, and histological analysis.  In the findings, acute pneumonia was linked to a serious inflammatory 

state that intensifies the generation of inflammatory cytokines, which causes organ failure and death in sheep. 

Study (13)examined the production of blood cytokine and acute phase protein expression in cats with different 

tumor kinds and invasive status.Prior to undergoing CT scans, every cat had specimens of blood taken for 

general blood analysis. The remainder of the blood specimens were refrigerated in preparation for the following 

tests of the cat cytokines: the panel, the serum amyloid A (SAA), and alpha 1-acid glycosyl (AGP). These 

outcomes were contrasted with cats in good health, as well as with tumor kinds and metastasis stages. 

Study (14)determined the way road transit affected the horse's white blood cell count, cortisol levels in the blood 

focus, C-reactivity protein, albumin, and immunoglobulin fractions, as well as the relationship between the 

hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis (HPA) and the inflammation response. The findings indicated that horses 

transported by road experienced an inflammatory-like state. Furthermore, there appears to be a connection 

between the impacts on a horse's immune condition. 

The theoretical framework for analyzing moderate bacterial infections affect mammal ovarian and uterine 

functioning was provided in study (15). In mice, a minor infection caused by low concentrations of 

lipopolysaccharide disrupted some biological functions and stimulated the immune system without producing 

significant clinical signs. The follicle growth and implantation were unaffected by mild illness, although it has 

an impact on ovulation and lower size. To further understand the effects of minor infections on ovarian and 

uterine function. 
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Study (16)determined reference intervals (RIs) for plasma protein fraction tested utilizing an agarose gel for 

electrostatic precipitation (AGE) in bottlenose dolphins that were maintained by human care.Throughout 

standardveterinary operations, 40 bottleneck dolphins had samples of their peripheral blood taken in order to 

assess their state of health. While AGE was carried out by a computerized device, the total amount of protein 

was ascertained by the use of the biuret method. To ascertain the intra- and inter-assay inaccuracy of AGE, a 

pooled collection of serum from dolphins was utilized. Using a spreadsheet in excel with the standard values 

adviser set of macroinstructions, the RIs were established. 

Study (17)employed a cross-over design of experiments to examine the effect of immunization against foot and 

mouth disease (FMD) on the initial phase of response and dairy content of holsteinfriesian(HF) cows that were 

cross-bred.  The mock-vaccinated sample got a solution while the disabled, a trivalent element oil-adjuvanted 

FMD vaccination was given to one group. The trial was repeated with different groups after a 15-day cooling-

off period. The cross-breed cows' dpv three acute phase responsiveness to the FMD vaccination was discovered 

to have culminated in an insignificant drop in milk production on the actual day of the vaccination. 

Study (18) provided information on the APP levels in European bison. The blood level APPs have the potential 

to be effective in both animal selection for eradication and general animal health assessment. The creation of 

standards was particularly necessary because there was a lack of published information concerning the number 

of APPs in European bison. The identification of particular APPs may be taken into consideration at some point 

as an additional predictive tool in evaluating the general wellness of European bison as a correlation between 

APPs and health status. 

Study (19)established intervals of reference (IRs) in normal kitties in these APPs and assessed the quantities of 

α1-AGP, Hp, SAA, and ceruloplasmin (Cp) in both normal and unwell cats. There were 152 cats with different 

disorders and 40 healthy cats that combined the experiment's animal sample. According to the investigation’s 

findings, AGP content may be used to gauge the way of severe an inflammatory disorder, and APPs are useful 

diagnostic instruments for recognising the inflammatory mechanisms of a variety of disorders. 

Study (20)determined whether endurance horses' responses to the race were exercise-induced acute phase 

response (APR). Twenty-three endurance competitors whose pre-race clinical examinations were satisfactorily 

completed were included in the experiment. Both prior to the race and within 30 minutes, specimens of blood 

were taken. Tests for hematological and biochemical modifications were conducted and linked with changes in 

acute phase indicators. According to findings, certain acute phase variables significantly alter when horses 

participate in endurance racing, which causes APR in the horses. Changes were more noticeable in races with 

faster average rates of speed, indicating the necessity of careful horse supervision during demanding 

competitions. 

The remaining portion of this article is follows: Part 2 discusses the methodology. In Part 3 of this article, we 

provide the result and discussion. The concluding segment of this article, Part 4, summarizes the key findings 

and contributions of our research. 

METHODOLOGY 

The methodology encompasses the inclusion of the dataset and study samples, providing comprehensive details 

on Acute Phase Proteins (APP) and expounding upon the analytical procedures employed for this experiment. 

Figure (1) illustrates the overall process. 
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Figure (1). Flow of methodology (Source: Author) 

Dataset 

In this experiment, 35 Holstein cows were selected, and a trained worker for animals established the diagnosis 

of an infection in the uterus based on an analysis of fever extending more than three days and discharge from the 

vagina in the first three weeks following giving birth. During the investigation, uterine infections were found in 

17 cows (nine primiparous and eight multiparous); no additional disorders were identified. For the sake of 

comparability and parity, an ensemble of healthy cows from the same contemporary day was chosen. 

Study samples 

Samples of blood were taken at 0, 9, and 31 days following calving, as well as 31 days prior to the predicted 

postpartum date. Blood from the coccygeal vein was centrifuged at 2900 g for 30 minutes at 6 °C after being left 

to clot overnight at 6 °C. For further analysis, the serum was extracted and frozen at 21 degrees Celsius. 

Acute phase proteins (APP) 

In dairy cows, uterine infections typically develop during the first few days after giving birth. The body uses the 

APP, which includes the production, as one of its defense mechanisms. In this experiment, we analyze a few 

significant APPs in dairy cattle haptoglobin (Hp), a positive, and paraoxonase (PON), a negative reacting APP 

and albumin. 

Haptoglobin (Hp): In cows, hemoglobin is an acute phase protein that is essential to the body's defense against 

infection and inflammation. It is produced by the liver and becomes more concentrated in the circulatory system 
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during acute-phase responses. Increased haptoglobin levels in cows can be used as a diagnostic marker for a 

number of inflammatory diseases, giving important details about the health of the animal. 

Paraoxonase (PON):Cattle contain the enzyme paraoxonase, which is a member of the paraoxonase family. 

Paraoxonase levels can fluctuate during acute-phase reactions, such as by illness or irritation. This enzyme aids 

in defense versus oxidative damage and is a part of the oxidative defense system. The way that paraoxonase 

activity is altered in cows during acute-phase reactions highlights the possible importance of this enzyme for the 

immune system and general well-being of the cow. 

Albumin: The levels of albumin usually remain constant when there is an inflammatory reaction. In the 

framework of bovine health, levels are rarely suggestive of acute-phase reactions despite their critical function 

in osmotic pressure maintenance and substance transport. Knowing the unique functions of albumin helps to 

distinguish it from other acute-phase proteins in bovine biological reactions. 

Procedure 

A generic kit was used to test the serum PON activity. The coefficient of variation (CV) between samples 4.5%, 

whereas the intra-assay CV was 4.6%. The concentration of HP in serum was tested. There was 2% intra-assay 

CV and a 22.0% inter-assay CV. The auto analyzer was used to measure blood chemicals.Evaluation of 

covariance for multiple tests using the MIXED technique was used for comparing assessments using 

measurements that were repeated over time among groups to assess the primary impacts of time, uterine 

infection presence, and they interact within parity. To assess the association between APP across subgroups and 

parities, Pearson's correlation value was employed. The maximum probability estimate of binormal reaction 

operator curves from qualitative rating information was used to determine the accuracy and specificity of 

hemoglobin as an indicator of postpartum uterus disease. 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

In comparison to healthy cows, the prepartum serum albumin levels in cows that were later diagnosed with 

uterine infections were already lower. Reduced albumin levels have been associated with liver fatty tissue 

infiltration, which is known to increase the risk of uterine disorders. Researchers found that cows with uterus 

illnesses afterwardhad a lower level of protein 16 days prepartum.As shown in Figure (2) and Table (1), the 

prepartum serum albumin content of cattle with uterine infections was already lower than that of healthy 

cows.Reduced consumption of dry matter during the prepartum phase is linked to an increased risk of the 

condition in the immediate postpartum phase and could have implications for the condition of the liver. 

Table (1). Albumin Level (Source: Author) 

Days 

primiparous multiparous 

Healthy Infection Healthy Infection 

-31 3.45 3.1 3.2 2.9 

0 3.54 3.5 3.5 3.4 

9 3.1 2.7 3.2 2.7 

31 3.2 2.8 3.4 3 
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Figure (2). Albumin content of cattle with uterine infections and healthy cows A) primiparous B) multiparous 

(Source: Author) 

Figure (3) and Table (2) show that cows with uterine infections had lower serum PON activity at ninedays in 

milk (DIM). PON levels of exertion during the initial month of lactation have been related to the autoimmune 

disorder as well as the intensity and frequency of disease; the association was most pronounced for the 

condition, according to assessments. The albumin remained unchanged in the afflicted cows despite prepartum 

PON activity decreased. 

Table (2). PON activity level (Source: Author) 

Days 

primiparous multiparous 

Healthy Infection Healthy Infection 

-31 155 145 160 150 

0 135 140 140 135 

9 145 80 170 100 

31 175 143 180 140 

 

 

Figure (3). PON activity of A) primiparous B) multiparous (Source: Author) 

Table (3) and Figure (4) demonstrate that while multiparous in nature, animals with infections of the uterus had 

greater levels of HP at nine DIM than normal cows, there was no difference in HP between the single-parous. 

Pleasantly, at nine DIM, HP was high even in the normal cows.  There's a chance that some of the cows in this 
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group had undetected uterine infections. Additionally, primiparous cattle can be more susceptible to the 

inflammatory processes, as shown by an increased APP reaction (Hp) without a lower APP. More calving-

related suffering than multiparous in nature calves. 

Table (3). HP level (Source: Author) 

Days 

primiparous multiparous 

Healthy Infection Healthy Infection 

-31 0.5 0.4 0.8 1.2 

0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 

9 1 1.4 0.5 1.7 

31 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.5 

 

 
Figure (4). A) The level of HP in primiparous and B) HP level of multiparous (Source: Author) 

 Albumin remained unchanged in the affected cows despite prepartum PON activity decreased. In the present 

investigation, PON activity did not differ at the time of prepartum sampling.  Figure (5) shows that from 31 days 

before lactation through the day of birth, DIM was connected to a proportional drop in PON activities. The 82% 

precision, 86% particularity, and 79% sensitivity for uterine detection, a threshold based on prepartum albumin 

quantities, were established. Our findings reinforce the hypothesis that postnatal uterine disorders have 

connections to prepartum markers of the performance of the liver. 

 

Figure (5). DIM in uterine infection (Source: Author)  
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Elevations in serum hydroxybutyrate (HB) and non-esterified fatty acids (NEFA) have been related to a longer 

healing period for the uterus following parturition in cows, which can be harmful to immunological function. 

This suggests that variations in albumin concentrations seen before partum are more likely to be caused by the 

release of inflammation-associated cytokines by variations in the amount of adipose tissue mobilizing. 

CONCLUSION 

Investigating diagnostic markers associated with inflammation and infection. This study examined the 

differences in APP in cows with uterine infection. An investigation was conducted comparing the levels of 

acute-phase proteins, haptoglobin (HP), paraoxonase (PON), and albumin in 18 uninfected cows and 17 cattles 

infected in the uterus. Particularly, 31 days prior to calving, cows were expecting uterine infections showed a 

significant decline in albumin levels, which accurately predicted the presence of infections 82% of the time. 

Nine days after giving birth, multiparous in nature cows showed enhanced HP, but postpartum calves with 

uterine infections showed lower serum PON activity. In conclusion, this study clarifies unique alterations in 

serum proteins, providing useful information on the physiological changes linked to cow uterine infections as 

well as possible markers for diagnosis.It's important to remain in consideration that this investigation has certain 

restrictions, such as a limited sample size and a focus on a specific acute-phase proteins. A larger cohort and a 

wider variety of indicators are required for future studies to confirm and build upon these discoveries to gain an 

in-depth awareness of uterine infections in cows. 
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